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LBTTEKS TO WILLIAM HENEY, OF LANCASTEE, 
PENNSYLVANIA, 1777-1783. 

[The following letters have been selected from the voluminous un- 
published correspondence of William Henry, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
covering the period of the Kevolution.] 

" Philadelphia, 
" In Council, July 81" 1777. 
" Gentlemen : 

" I have received certain intelligence that the Enemys ships to the num- 
ber of two hundred and twenty sail, was seen within a few Leagues of the 
light House yesterday about ten o'clock, and it was expected they would get 
into the Cape in the afternoon. Since that time the wind has been very 
favorable for them. It becomes now absolutely necessary for us to be on 
our guard, and to do all we can not only to oppose the Enemy, but put it 
out of their power to distress the good people of this State. I therefore 
request that you will Immediately order 600 Waggons out of your County 
to repair to this City, for the purpose of removing Stores, Provisions &c. 
&c. As you value the Interest happiness and peace of your Country, I 
intreate you to exert yourselves in this matter, and forward them as fast as 
possible without waiting for any particular number to come together. 
"I am with respect 
" Gentlemen 

"your very Hum. Servant 

" Thos Wharton jttn. Pres. 
" William Henry Esq 

" and others the Magistrates 

" of Lancaster County." 

" In Council. 
" Philadelphia August 7 1777. 
' ' Gentlemen : 

" The Fleet of the enemy not having made its appearance at our Capes 
since thursday evening last, it is doubtful whether the waggons ordered 
from your County will be wanted, and as the expense will be enormous, you 
are therefore hereby directed to stop the waggons from coming down until 
further orders. You will please to give notice to the several Waggon Mas- 
ters in your County (by express if necessary), of this order, that it may be 
effectually complied with. 

" I am with respect 

"Gentm" 

" Tour very Hum. Serv' 

" Thos Wharton jtjn Prest. 
"To William Henry Esq 

" and others Justices of the 

" County of Lancaster." 
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" Philadelphia Sept 6 1777. 
"Sr. 

" Council passed a Resolve the 22 a ult which is here enclosed, and I must 
beg your particular attention to it. I intended the day after the Resolve 
was passed to have sett off for Lancaster in company with Mr. Hubley, and 
expected to have had the pleasure to deliver you the Resolve myself, but the 
appearance of the Enemy in the Bay of Chesapeak prevented and I realy 
forgot it until this minute. Very likely Mr. Hubley mentioned it, if he did, 
I hope you made a beginning to employ workmen to make arms. 
" I am with great respect 

" Sir, your very Humb 1 

" Servant 

" Tho. Wharton jun. 
" W. Henry Esq." 

" Sir : 

" You are hereby authorized to impress all the Blankets, Shoes, Stockings, 
and other Articles of Cloathing that can be spared by the Inhabitants of the 
County of Lancaster for the use of the Continental Army, paying for the 
same at reasonable Rates or giving Certificates. 

" Given at Camp at Pennybacker's 

" Mill this 27 th day of Sept. 1777 

" Go Washington. 
" To William Henry Esqr 
"Lancaster." 

"War Office 
" Nov 7 1777 
"Sir: 

" The Board have sent an order to the Commanding Officer at Lancaster 
to collect from the militia returning, all Continental Arms & Necessaries. 
As the Virginia Militia are returning from Camp I have .to request your 
assistance in getting back any arms furnished them at Lancaster, if they 
should be carrying them home. Perhaps as the General may not have 
attended to this matter they may not, as they ought to do, have deposited 
their Arms at Camp. 

" I am your Obt Servt 

"Richard Peters 
" Seetry. 
"William Henry Esq." 

"Camp Mount Joy 

" 14"" May 1778. 
" Dkar Sir. 

" Col. Bayard Informs me that after having the Arms, Bayonets &c pre- 
pared to send to Camp which was furnished for the use of my Division by 
you, they were stoped by order of the Council for the use of the Militia in 
case they should be called out — and that they can't be forwarded unless his 
Excellency gives a particular order for it. I wish you to Advert to the 
Return & order from the Board of War — and from His Excellency Gen 1 
Washington thro' me for a Certain number of Arms Bayonets & Accoutre- 
ments for the use of my Division — this will certainly justify you in fur- 
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nishing them in preference to any other order from any other person what- 
ever. 

" I communicated the contents of Col. Bayard's letter this morning to His 
Excellency who expressed just surprise at the order not being complied with 
and ordered me to Request you to forward those articles together with the 
Espontoons with all possible Dispatch. Col. Bayard will present you with 
another order from the Adj' General for an additional number of articles 
which I wish you to furnish the Soonest possible as we have numbers of 
men that can't take the field without them. 

" Interim I am Dear Sir 

" Tour Most Obt 

" Hum. St. 

" Anty. "Wayne B. G. 
'< W» Henry Esq 

" Lancaster." 

"War Office, 

"May 17'" 1778. 
"Sib: 

" You will please to deliver to the Order of the Hon. Council of Penn- 
sylvania one hundred common Rifles (without Bayonets) if you have or can 
procure that Number Speedily. A light corps from Camp is expected at 
Lancaster & you will keep in view the providing them with what they want 
for Frontier Business. "We mention this as we have to the Council, lest 
your Stock should be exhausted by this order. 

" By Order of the Board 

" Richard Peters. 
" "William Henry Esq 
" Superintendent of 

" Arms & Military Accoutrements 
"Lancaster." 

" Charlestown, July 8* 78 
"DR Sir: 

" I am exceedingly anxious to join the Army. "We wait for nothing but 
Carbines. Be pleased to send per bearer such as may be ready & expedite 
the completion of the number engaged. 

" I have the honor to be Sr. 
" with highest esteem your 

' ' Most obedient & Most humble 
" Servant 

"Henry Lee." 

" Carlisle, 31" July, 1778 
" Sir : 

" As Genl. Mcintosh wants in his Army six hundred muskets with their 
Bayonets, and as I judge impracticable that such a number can be put in 
order at the time of our departure, I pray you to send at Lancaster to Mr. 
Henry's store for to have immediately 3 hundred muskets ready, which 
number fail us. Perhaps you know of some other places not far off Carlisle 
where it is possible to find some muskets ready if Mr. Henry cannot supply 
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with this number. I hope you will please to do your Endeavour for to find 
or expedient ; it would be necessary the muskets be here on next Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

" I have the honor to be Sir 

" Yr most Obed' most hble Ser* 

"Lb Chevb de Cambray. 
"Major Lukens." 

[P. S. by Major Lukens.] 
" Col. de Cambray is to have the direction of the Artillery on the West- 
ern expedition, he is left here by Gen. Mcintosh to get all things forward 
that is necessary for the Campaign. 

" Chas Lukens. 
" W. Henry Esq." 

" War Office 
"May 24 1779 
"Sir: 

" There being a pressing Demand for Arms in Maryland we are obliged 
to order the three hundred Muskets without Bayonets to the Head of Elk di- 
rected to the care of Col. Henry Hollingsworth or if you can, & we should 
prefer your doing it, to Baltimore directly to the care of Jas. Calhoun Esq 
D. Q. M. there. Either of these Gentlemen to inform Gov r Johnson of their 
receiving the Arms which are to be subject to his disposition. Use every 
degree of Expedition as the arms are wanted for the Maryland Militia for 
the immediate defense of the State. 

" Tour obt Servants 

" Bichard Peters 

"By Order 
"William Henry Esq 
" Lancaster. 

" We are pressed on every side for Arms. Do exert yourself to get as 
many as possible fit for service. If you have Cartouch Boxes of the old con- 
struction that will any wise answer the present Emergency send them with 
the Arms, to Gov r Johnson & inform us how many you send. He wants 
Six hundred. 

" 9 o'clock at night 
" We have considered further & you are to send the Arms to Elk to the 
care of Col. Hollingsworth. Let him know he is to inform Gov r Johnson 
of the Keceipt of them." 

"In Council. 
" Philada. September 22> 1780. 
"Sir: 

" The Assembly having in their present Session taken into mature delib- 
eration the state of this Commonwealth, and being apprehensive that diffi- 
culties and obstructions in the execution of some of the most necessary and 
important Laws have occurred, and perhaps real grievances exist, which 
with due attention and care may be removed have nominated the Hon. Mr. 
Bayard, the Speaker of the House, and Mr. Bittenhouse, the Treasurer of 
the State, to accompany the President of the State, into your County, with 
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a view of meeting some of the principal Gentlemen, and receive such in- 
formation as may be necessary on the above and other interesting Subjects. 
In Consequence of which you are requested to give notice to the undermen- 
tioned publick officers, to meet them at Lancaster on the eleventh day of 
October next where your own attendance will be expected and you will 
bring with you a Return of the payments of the Several Townships of their 
Taxes so as to exhibit at one view the present State of the Taxes in your 
County. And if any Collectors have money in hand or can by a vigorous 
exertion make any payments to you in the meantime, you will have a good 
opportunity to pay the same to the Treasurer without the Trouble and 
expense of a Journey to this City. 

" I am Sir, 

" Your obedient and very humble 
" Servant 

" Jos. Reed, 

" President. 
ii xo William Henry Esquire 

" Treasurer of the County of Lancaster. 

" Persons to be requested to attend — 

" 1. One of the Commissioners of the Taxes at least ; 

" 2. The Lieutenant of the County ; 

" 3. The Excise Officer ; 

" 4. The first or second Justice of the Quarter Sessions, as may be most 

convenient ; 
" 5. The Commissioner of Purchases of the Specifick supplies ; 
" 6. The Prothonotary of the County with a state of the Pines, Penalties, 

Licenses, Monies, and the publick dues accruing in his office since 

his appointment." 

" In Council, 
" Philadelphia January 27 1781 
" Sir : 

"The late unhappy discontent of the Pennsylvania Line, which have 
terminated, almost in a very considerable Reduction, have rendered it 
necessary for us to adopt some plan of recruiting, by which like difficulties 
may not occur in future. Many soldiers have been attested by their officers 
and others, with so little formality, as to open a door to innumerable Com- 
plaints, both on that score, and the payment of the Bounty. To obviate 
these in future, we have adopted the plan in the inclosed printed paper, and 
depending on your accuracy, and regard to the Publick Interests have 
nominated you to attest the new inlisted Recruits, as well as to pay them 
the Bounty, for which purpose we enclose you an order of the State Treas- 
urer on the County Treasurer, for the sum of Five hundred pounds State 
Money, to be paid to officers and soldiers agreeable to our plan. The Com- 
manding Officer of each Regiment is to give you a list of the Officers 
appointed by him to Recruit, and you will be carefull to take receipts for the 
levy money, and double Receipts for the Bounty as well as double inlist- 
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ments and attestations, from the soldiers. The Beceipts to be filled up, 

agreeable to the fourth Article of Instructions. 

1 ' The Council purpose to recommend to the Assembly, to make a generous 

allowance for your service, and we request your care, that every Attestation 

be duly returned to the Board, that this important service may be conducted 

with fairness to the Soldiers, and a due regard to the Interests of the State. 

"I am Sir, 

" Your obedient and very 

" humble Servant 

" Jos. Bbkd 

" President. 

" To "William Henry Esquire 

"Lancaster." 

_ " Lancaster 16 May 1781 

"Dear Sir: 

" Tour known attachment to the American cause, and the readiness with 
which you have on all occasions exerted yourself to promote the true inter- 
ests of our Country, leaves no room to doubt but that every thing in your 
power will be done for the immediate equipment of the dragoons belonging 
to this State. 

" I have, therefore, called for the enclosed return of necessaries actualy 
wanting for fitting out sixty Horse of Colo. Moylan's regiment whose ser- 
vices to the Southward is of the last importance. 

" I wish to have the Cavalry in readiness to take up their line of march 
in the course of two weeks if possible. 

"Interim I am your 

" Most ob' hum. Serv' 

"Anthony "Wayne." 

" In Council, 

" Philadelphia May 21« 1781. 
"Sir: 

" General Wayne has transmitted to us and the Board of War a copy of 
your letter to him of sixteenth instant wherein you observe that if Council 
will give orders for equipping the Sixty dragoons you will provide them in 
two weeks. You must be sensible that this mode of turning over the money 
from State to Congress is not perfectly agreeable to us, and we wish to avoid 
it as much as possible, but in the present case we are so anxious to do every- 
thing in our power, that we consent to it upon the following terms, which 
your known punctuality in business assures us you will comply with, viz. 
That you furnish the Board of "War immediately with a return of the 
money expended, and if there are any former monies under the same 
predicament to include them, and at the same time forward an order on the 
Board in favor of Mr. Bittenhouse which being negotiated with the Treas- 
urer of the United States it may enable us to take credit in his books for the 
sum, and you at the same have credit with Mr. Bittenhouse. 

" General Greene has received a small Check at Camden in consequence 
of a sally made by Lord Bawdon, but it is not of much consequence, as he 
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immediately reinvested the place — his loss is one hundred and three killed, 
wounded and missing — the Enemy lost Sixty Prisoners, other losses not 
known. General Marion surprised a Post of one hundred Men (Seventy 
three British troops), a few days before. General Greene seems assured of 
final success at Camden which we hope a few days will realize. 
" I am Sir 

" Tour obedient and very 

"humble Servant 

" Jos Reed, 

" President. 
" To William Henry Esq 
" at Lancaster." 

" Philad* July 8 1782 

"Dear Sib: 

"Inclosed you will receive an attachment against certain Goods in the 
possession of John Musser in Lancaster, supposed to be British. Informa- 
tion has been lodged with Council that this man carries on a clandestine & 
dishonorable trade with the British Store & that at this time there is a large 
quantity of Goods packed up in flour Casks in his house or possession. I 
have to request that you will immediately upon the receipt of the enclosed, 
send for the Sheriff or one of the most active of his officers, and give him 
directions for executing the Attachment with all possible Expedition & 
Secresy. I am clearly of opinion that he has a right to break open outer 
or inner doors, if necessary for the Execution of the writ ; and that if any 
opposition be made he ought to raise the posse comitatus & force obedience 
from those who attempt to oppose him. 

" Every endeavor ought to be used to stop this ruinous trade, and Council 
have desired me to ask your assistance in this business as a person on whom 
they can fully rely. 

" I am Sir 

" Your most obedient 

" & very humble Serv. 

« "WM Bradford Jttn. 

" William Henry Esq. 

" P. S. If the Sheriff should be fortunate enough to seise the goods before 
they are removed, he must store them in some tafe & secure place (as he will 
be answerable for them), make an inventory, & return the inventory & his 
answer to the writ on the 24 th Day of next September." 

" Pompton 

" 28« Feto 1783 
" Dear Sir. 

" Before this will reach you I judge you will be in possession of the 
Money I left you a power to receive, in which case I beg you to remit the 
Ballance, over what may be due to you to Col. Clement Biddle at Philada. 
or his order. 

"I do most sincerely congratulate you and my friends at Lancaster on 
the present flattering prospects of peace. The conduct of the State of 
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Khode Island by their disregarding the call of Congress in not passing the 
Impost Act is reprobated here by all orders & degrees ef men, and that of 
Virginia Repealing the same act once passed is no less unaccountable. What 
may be the consequences of an Hon* 1 Peace without funds established for 
the payment of debts due to the Army & other public creditors is hard to 
say — there are some politicians who openly suggest that the Army will not 
quietly lay down their arms untill they see a disposition in the people to do 
Justice to them and other public creditors. 

"A little time must now determine whether we have another campaign 
or not. 

' ' Compliments to Mrs Henry, and beg you will believe me to be Dear Sir 

" Tours most sincerely 

" Moses Hazen. 

" William Henky Esq." 
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